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back plates. The book, after discussing the underlying principles 
of the method and the plates, which are kept separately in a port¬ 
folio, gives directions for the dissection of the abdomen. Then 
follows the descriptive text, which is largely a brief outline of the 
various organs and other structures, and is apparently supple¬ 
mentary to the plates. These are artistic, but purely diagrammatic, 
and presumably as accurate as such illustrations can be. Each 
plate may be inspected separately, or by transillumination, when 
the whole of each organ can be seen in outline and the front and 
back plates correlated w'ith each other. By combined inspection 
by means of cut-out leaves, one obtains a front view of certain 
organs lying at different depths and a similar back view of others. 

A trying out of the method will be necessary to determine its 
value. The finding and tracing of the various structures on the 
plates, after the reading of the text, will tend to fix the facts more 
firmly in the student’s mind, but it is possible that this will be at 
the expense of too much time, because of the necessary frequent 
passing from text to illustration, which is not aided ,by signs or 
numbers. Nor is it evident that the impression left in the student’s 
mind is clearer and more lasting than that obtained by the usual 
method of study. The same time given to the accepted text-books, 
the various models, and cadaver preparations, dissections and sec¬ 
tions, usually available to the present-day student, would probably 
give better results. A book on anatomy must be incomplete which 
does not include a consideration of microscopic anatomy, but 
this could hardly be expected in a work the chief object of which 
is to teach by illustrations. T. T. T. 


My Method of Preparing the Operative Field With Tincture 
of Iodine. By Kgl. Bat Dr. Antonio Grossich, Chief Sur¬ 
geon of the City Hospital in Fiume. Pp. 80. Berlin and Vienna: 
Urban & Schwarzenberg. 

Grossich presents, in the form of a monograph, his conception 
of the position now occupied by his iodine method of preparing 
the skin of the operative field. That it has been a valuable 
contribution to operative surgery needs no discussion. In the 
four years since its introduction its recognition has become world¬ 
wide, and this full presentation of the whole subject will receive, 
undoubtedly, a cordial and wide reception. It is a general summing 
up of the work done by Grossich and others. He discusses his 
experience in 3759 surgical and gynecological cases, dividing them 
into those of accidental w'ounds, aseptic and septic operations, 
and emphasizes especially its value in the treatment of accidental 
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wounds. A separate section is devoted to the various objections 
raised against the method, such as the development of eczema, 
adhesions between coils of intestines from irritation due to contact 
with the iodine-covered abdominal skin during the operation, and 
conjunctivitis. The importance of avoiding all washing before 
applying the iodine is emphasized. Those who wish to become 
familiar with the method in all its details will find here all the 
necessary information, including a brief abstract of all papers 
published on the subject. T. T. T. 


An Index of Treatment dy Various Writers. Edited by 
IIoiif.rt Hutchison, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to the London 
Hospital, etc., and H. Stansfield Collier, F.H.C.S., Surgeon 
to St. Mary’s Hospital, Joint lecturer on Surgery in St. Mary’s 
Hospital Medical School, etc. Revised to conform with Ameri¬ 
can usage. By Warrf.n Coleman, M.D., Professor of Clinical 
Medicine and Applied Pharmacology, Cornell University Medical 
School, etc. Sixth edition, revised and enlarged. Pp. 1051; 07 
illustrations. New York; William Wood & Co., 1912. 

The demand for short-cut methods in the practice of medicine 
is much in evidence at the present time, as shown by the numerous 
digests of literature, compcmls, and in the present instance in 
the demand for a sixth edition of the work before us. The effect 
of these short-cut methods on general medical work may be ques¬ 
tioned. There is already too much of a tendency among physicians 
to superficiality and symptomatic treatment without striking at 
the root or actual cause of the disorder, and we fear that these 
condensed and abbreviated coinpcnds rather foster than discourage 
this tendency. 

In the present work the authors have attempted to provide the 
practitioner with a complete guide to treatment in moderate 
compass and in a form convenient for reference. They have been 
fortunate in securing the coojicrntion of a group of contributors of 
special experience whose names will be a sufficient guarantee of the 
value of the text, and no pains have been spnred to make the book a 
trustworthy index to the best and most modern methods of dealing 
with disease. In the present edition all of the old articles have 
been thoroughly revised and many new ones included, among 
which are those on puerperal sepsis, hydro- photo- and thermo- 
therapy, and treatment by carbonic snow, along with a good 
number of shorter ones. 

The work is remarkably thorough for a work of its kind, and 
covers a multitude of subjects. The individual articles have the 



